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Genetic Engineering 

The future of humanity or the destruction of humanity 

Argumentation: the act or process of forming reasons, drawing conclusions and applying them to a case in discussion
Prewrite activity

1. In the space below, come up with at least 5 reasons a person would be FOR genetic engineering and 5 reasons a person would be AGAINST genetic.  For each reason, explain it using an example from the articles OR the movie GATTACA.
	Reasons FOR Genetic Engineering
	Reasons AGAINST Genetic Engineering

	1. Reason:
Support from movie or article:
	1. Reason:

Support from movie or article:

	2. Reason:

Support from movie or article:
	2. Reason:

Support from movie or article:

	3. Reason:

Support from movie or article:
	3. Reason:

Support from movie or article:

	4. Reason:

Support from movie or article:
	4. Reason:

Support from movie or article:

	5. Reason:

Support from movie or article:
	5. Reason:

Support from movie or article:


2.  Based on your reasons above, are you personally for or against genetic engineering:  

Make a claim below: (yes I am for genetic engineering OR no, I am against genetic engineering)

Which of the above reasons supports your claim and WHY?

You must write an essay in which you have to take a stance either for or against genetic engineering. 
· Your 1st paragraph must explain what genetic engineering is and you MUST tell me if you are for or against genetic engineering.  
· Your following paragraphs should explain why you chose the position you did.  You must support your opinion with specific examples from the movie and the articles we read in class.  
· Your final paragraph should be a conclusion paragraph that summarizes your essay and restates your position

· Your essay should be AT least 5 paragraphs (Each at least 4 sentences).
Things to think about when writing your essay:

· Genetic Engineering is here to stay

· We have genetically modified food already

· It is already affecting our lives- so… is it safe?

· Is it moral?
· Is it ethical?

· Are genetically modified humans EQUAL to non-modified humans?  
· What would someone with the opposite opinion say?  How can you argue against that?
Rubric for grading:

	Category
	Not Present
	Below Expectations points possible
	Meets Expectations points possible
	Exceeds Expectations points possible

	Clearly Stated Opinion
	0
	2 points
	4 points
	6 points

	Personal Definition of Genetic Engineering
	0
	2 points
	4 points
	6 points

	Evidence that support your opinion
	0
	Only 1 to 2 supports

10 points
	3 to 4 supports

20 points
	5 or more supports

30 points

	Conclusion Paragraph
	0
	2 points
	4 points
	6 points

	Essay flows well (has transitions and refers to opinion)
	0
	5 points
	10 points
	15 points

	Grammar and Punctuation
	0
	5 points
	10 points
	15 points

	Legibility and Quality
	0
	3 point
	6 points
	8 points

	Total Points Possible
	
	37/86
	58/86
	86/86


Rubric for Ms. Colaccino to use:
	Category
	Not Present
	Below Expectations points possible
	Meets Expectations points possible
	Exceeds Expectations points possible

	Clearly Stated Opinion
	0
	1        2
	3      4
	5     6

	Personal Definition of Genetic Engineering
	0
	1        2
	3      4
	5     6

	Evidence that support your opinion
	0
	Only 1 to 2 supports

2    4      6      8    10
	3 to 4 supports

12    14    16    18    20
	5 or more supports

22    24    26    28    30

	Conclusion Paragraph
	0
	1        2
	3      4
	5     6

	Essay flows well (has transitions and refers to opinion)
	0
	1   2    3    4    5
	6    7    8    9    10
	11    12    13   14    15

	Grammar and Punctuation
	0
	1   2    3    4    5
	6    7    8    9    10
	11    12    13   14    15

	Legibility and Quality
	0
	1        2      3
	4       5       6 
	7     8

	Total Points Possible
	
	37/86
	58/86
	86/86


